HDF 464
Relationship Claims Assignment
Step I: Claim and References 

Step II: Full Paper 
Claims and advice about close relationships are everywhere:  in the magazines we read, the movies we watch, in the conversations of friends and family members. Often, claims are made by people who know little of the substantial body of research on these topics. For this assignment, you will identify one claim or piece of advice about close relationships and analyze it in light of empirical research.
Basic Requirements

Your paper will provide a 1,300 word (not counting a reference page) critical analysis of a relationship claim or piece of advice.  Your analysis will be based on scientific research and will review at least three original scholarly articles published in peer-reviewed, scholarly academic journals (e.g., Personal Relationships, Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, Journal of Marriage and the Family).  As laid out in the grading criteria, you will want to briefly introduce the claim you are analyzing, articulate it as a researchable question, discuss the relevant details of the research articles (e.g., what methods were used, what was found, and why are these studies relevant to your analysis), discuss how the empirical research you found informs your understanding of the claim, and reach a conclusion as to whether or not the claim is true, true under some identifiable conditions or false..  

Submit papers including references via Canvas in 12 pt Times New Roman font, single-spaced with a line between paragraphs, 1-inch margins. Use APA style for citations, references, headings, etc. 
Empirical Research Articles

For this paper, you will find, reference and develop your paper around empirically-based, scholarly articles in the majority of which the authors have collected original data that has not been previously published.  Our textbook may help you find such articles but in that case should only be used as a springboard, not a primary source.  Websites, magazine articles (e.g. Cosmopolitan, Men’s Health, Psychology Today, etc.), newspaper articles, advice columns, etc. are not acceptable scholarly sources, although they may help you find popular claims about relationships.  Additionally, journal articles that are purely theoretical in nature may not be used. One of your articles may be a systematic narrative or meta-analytic literature review.  You must review at least three original scholarly articles published in peer-reviewed, scholarly academic journals to provide support for your argument. If you are unsure about the use of a source, please ask me.  
Please note that personal anecdotes and stories do not constitute evidence.  Depending on your intended audience, it may be possible to make use of personal stories as a “hook,” but the actual argument needs to be based on the empirical literature.  As you will see in the grading rubric, some points are allocated based on the type of articles you evaluate.

Finding articles can be a challenging task – students typically underestimate the difficulty of this step but your information literacy skills should help.  I suggest you start searching and obtaining the sources you will use in your papers long before you begin writing. You should select articles based on how tightly related they are to the topic you have chosen; grading is based, in part, on how closely your articles address your topic.  Determining your key words and doing a Boolean search using them is one good strategy.
Goal of the Paper: Evaluate the extent to which a claim about relationships or a piece of advice concerning relationships is consistent with the empirical research.  

If the claim is mostly consistent with the empirical research, your discussion and analysis should consider important boundary conditions, limitations, or exceptions to this advice.  Additional questions you may wish to consider include:  Is it possible to improve or give more specific advice, given the research findings?  How universal are these claims?  Are the findings correlational and is the correlational nature clear in the advice given? Is there evidence of there being a causal relationship?
If the claim is mostly inconsistent with the empirical research, state what portions of the claim/advice is untrue (e.g., “Though it is true that ____, the authors overstep by claiming ___”).  Additional questions you may wish to consider include:  How would you modify the source’s claim/advice to be more consistent with research findings?  In what ways might the advice actually have detrimental effects?

Finally, if the research shows only partial support for the claim, explain how you reconcile these contradictory findings.  Given closer inspection of the research findings, could both/all studies be correct?  Your discussion should include speculation regarding these contradictory findings.  You may wish to consider what future studies would be needed to clear up this potential controversy.
Examine the extent to which the empirical research supports or fails to support a relationship claim presented by a magazine, a self-help book, Oprah, etc.  Often, the claims presented by these sources will need to be narrowed substantially to make them appropriate for this type of analysis.  For example, one could narrow the claim “Birds of a feather flock together” to “Individuals with similar social and political attitudes tend to be attracted to each other.”
Two Steps

You are to submit two items in doing this assignment:

Step 1: Provide a statement of the claim you will assess (one sentence should be sufficient) with a list of your references in APA style. If, in order to find relevant literature or to make it into an assessable proposition, you have needed to recast the claim in some way (e.g., in terms of the articulation of the assertion or by switching to terms used by social scientists) please indicate and comment on the recasting you did. My fall 2014 co-instructor, Natalie Hengstebeck, did an addendum (see below) that shows examples of claims.
Thus in Step 1 you should submit the following:

1. The relationship claims

2. (If needed) A recasting of the claim into a question that can be answered via research done on close relationships along with comments on the recasting you did.

3 through N: A listing of each source, generally articles from refereed journals, that you expect will help you assess the claim. For each source, provide (a) a full bibliographic reference in APA style plus a summary of what is in the source.  Typically simply pasting the article’s abstract into your submission to Canvas will be sufficient.  If there is no abstract available, you should create your own summary. You should have at least three sources but it is often helpful to have extras so you have some choice if articles don’t provide the information you expect them to or to further strengthen the support for the conclusion you advocate.
Step 2: The full paper following the assignment guidelines.
Sample Paper

In the HDF 464 course files under assignment there is a sample paper you are welcome to read.

Grading Criteria

The grading criteria appear on the associated rubric.  Please let me know what questions you have.   
See the syllabus for how it will be weighted in determining your semester grade.  
Name ________________________________________

Grading Rubric for Evaluating Relationship Claims Papers 

	Introduction 

	

	Introduces the relationship advice, its origins, and intrigue (i.e., Why is this issue interesting? Why should your audience care?)

 (1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent)

	_____ / 

	Re-casts the advice to make it more appropriate for psychological analysis and/or to narrow the scope of the advice examined

(1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent) X 2

	_____ / 

	Presents a claim (thesis) about the extent to which the psychological research supports the advice

(1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent)

	_____ / 

	Background

	

	Articles are appropriate (i.e., empirical paper directly related to claim)
(1 =Never, 2= Sometimes, 3 = Most of the time, 4 =  Always)

	_____ / 

	Writer introduces the studies and the question(s) they ask.

(1 =Never, 2= Sometimes, 3 = Most of the time, 4 =  Always)

	_____ / 

	Describes the methods and results.  Description should balance the need for detail with the readers’ needs (what do your readers really need to know?), and the space constraints.  Keep in mind that not all the details of the study will be centrally important to evaluating the accuracy of the advice.  Typically, you will not include statistics in this paper.

(1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent) X 2

	_____ / 

	Evaluation

	

	Discusses how the empirical report informs understanding of the advice (e.g., in what ways does the empirical report support/fail to support the claim, why is this research relevant to the advice you evaluate, how does this research inform your understanding of the veracity of the advice, in what way does the quality of the study inform the kinds of conclusions we can draw from the study?)  
Article 1: (1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent) X 2
Article 2: (1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent) X 2

Article 3: (1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent) X 2
	_____ / 


	Conclusion
	

	Indicates what the empirical findings as a group say about the claim (e.g., support/refute, clear direction of action or “it depends”).  Note, the certainty and thrust of this indication should reflect the overall quality of the three articles and the extent to which their findings were consistent or mixed.

(1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent) X 2

	_____ / 

	Discusses the broader implications of the claim in light of the empirical findings (That is, be sure to answer the “So what?/Why should we care?” question.)  
(1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent)
	_____ / 

	Structure, Style, Mechanics 

	

	Author uses topic sentences that clearly state the purpose of individual paragraphs; these topic sentences focus on ideas related to the thesis (vs. emphasizing the authors of individual studies, for example). 

(1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent)

	_____ / 

	Author effectively uses transition statements to move the reader through the paper’s logic.

(1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent)

	_____ / 

	Writing is engaging and concise. Tone appropriate for intended audience.
(1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent)

	_____ / 

	Grammar, spelling, proofing.
(1 =Weak, 2= Emerging, 3 = Competent, 4 =  Excellent)

	_____ / 

	TOTAL
	_____ / 10

	COMMENTS:




Addendum
Hi everyone, 

There seems to be a bit of confusion about the paper due next week, so I wanted to offer some additional guidance. 

By relationship claims/advice, we would like you to think about something someone may have told you or you may have heard about what is good or bad for relationships. Whereas for the projects you will do in pairs, you will answer specific questions, for this project, think about an opinion about relationships. Here are some common examples (hint: research does NOT necessarily support these):

1. A good relationship means not having to work at it. 

2. If you are in love, passion will never fade. 

3. Having a child will strengthen your relationship/marriage. 

4. Fights are always bad for relationships. 

5. Sex/gender specialization (i.e., clear roles on who does what based on spouses’ sex or gender) leads to more happy relationships.

6. The family that plays together stays together.

7. Once a cheater, always a cheater.

8. Staying together for the kids is better (for kids and/or adults well-being) than divorcing.

9. Parents of both genders are important for healthy child development.

10. Don't have sex with him until...[insert number of dates/length of time/etc].

11. Absence makes the heart grow fonder.

12. In romance, nice guys finish last

You may have to adapt some of these in scope. For example, "once a cheater, alway a cheater" might translate to "People who cheat on one partner are likely to cheat on future partners a well."

There was also a question about the conclusion. The idea is to discuss overall the "take home" message of the articles you read. Do the articles support the claim/advice you discuss? Given limitations of the research methods, how confident are you in the conclusions the authors come to? Were the findings across studies consistent or mixed? Based on what you find, why should we care? For example, if you find evidence that challenges the idea that having a baby will strengthen relationships, what does that mean? What would you want future parents to know? If the media perpetuates this idea, is that acceptable or problematic? Why?

After reviewing the instructions and rubric, if there are any other questions, please let me know asap. Good luck!
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